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Host(s): ____________________________ 

 

Day & Time: ________________________ 
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Martin Luther believed so deeply that everyone should have access to the 
Bible that he secretly translated the New Testament into German before 
being joined by colleagues to do the same for the Old Testament. He taught 
that the sacred scripture was both the source and norm for our historic 
faith and should be studied as regularly and carefully as possible.  
 

“For some years now, I have read through the Bible twice every year. If 
you picture the Bible to be a mighty tree and every word a little branch, 
I have shaken every one of these branches because I wanted to know 
what it was and what it meant.”  -Martin Luther 

 

And yet, today, we Lutherans are among the least biblically literate 
denominations in the U.S! It’s not because we’re not interested, in 2023 
72% of our friends expressed interest in reading but they just didn’t know 
how. So, we’re hoping to bridge that gap and give you the tools and support 
to read the Bible in the next year! 
 

Pick the one you like to read! Translation doesn’t matter, unless it is a road 
block to ease and understanding. I’ll be using The Message and recommend 
the Common English Bible. 
 

 

Roughly 15-20 minutes per day will be the average. You’ll read a Psalm 
everyday and 3-5 chapters.  
 

Join us on August 20 for our Overview of the New Testament with Dr. 
Richard Swanson. We’ll sort out monthly small groups (You can go solo!) 
and give ourselves a head start to reading success. Each time we start a 
new book of the Bible you’ll receive an email with the video introduction 
from The BibleProject to help you with context. On Sundays, we will study 
each book, or group of books at 10am in Galilee. And, in Lent, there will be 
a special family challenge to read the entire Spark Story Bible! 
 

Thank you for making this commitment. One pillar of our 
community is that we do this exact work throughout our 
lifetime. I promise that the experience will be rewarding, 
interesting, formative, and difficult. And, I promise that 
we’ll do it together! 

Pr. Eric Ohrtman 11  
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Overview Events 
Dr. Richard Swanson 

August 20 @ 5pm - Overview of the OT 
April 19 - Overview of the NT 

Concluding Event August 2026 

 
Adult Sunday School 

Overview of the Entire Bible from Sept-May  
10am on Sundays (calendar in Galilee and in front entry) 

 
Small Groups 

Small groups will meet monthly. Create your own, or sign up 
based on your schedule and availability. These will offer 

accountability and conversation about the scripture, but be  
focused on support and fellowship. 

 
Bible Project Videos 

Each time that we start a new book,  
you’ll receive an overview video from The BibleProject. 

 
Reading Plan 

A typical day will take 15-20 minutes. You’ll read 3-5 chapters of 
scripture, including a daily Psalm.  

 
For Families 

In Lent, we will challenge you to read the entire Spark Story 
Bible. It’s just 3-4 stories per day! 

 
Some Tips 

Grace. You’ll miss days. Make it up! Skip. Try again.  
Dedicate a specific spot and time of day.  

Pick an easy to read Bible (The Message, ESV, and CEB).  
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